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As we gather for worship today, we acknowledge that the 

land on which we gather is Treaty 6 territory, the 

ancestral land of several Indigenous nations, and part of 

the homeland of the Metis.  We respect the sacredness of 

our shared home and the ground on which we walk, and we 

are grateful for its stewardship through the centuries. 

All Hymn words printed by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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SINGING THE SPIRIT   

 

    Gather Us In 

 

Here in this place, new light is streaming, 

now is the darkness vanished away, 

See, in this space, our fears and our dreamings, 

brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

gather us in, the blind and the lame;  

Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

Words and music: Marty Haugen, 1982 
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Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heav’n. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
Now, Lord, I feel you near me, 
 I feel your guiding pow’r. 
And know you’re standing by me 
 through ev’ry passing hour. 
And thy will be done, Lord,  thy will be done. 

ST. THOMAS WESLEY CHOIR  

 MINISTRY OF MUSIC 

REFLECTION    

HYMN – We are Pilgrims (VU 595)  

MISSION MESSAGE & OFFERING  

MUSIC BEFORE PRAYER  (MV 90) 
Don’t be afraid, my love is stronger, 
my love is stronger than your fear. 
Don’t be afraid, my love is stronger. 
and I have promised, promised to be always near. 

words: John L. Bell and Graham Maule, 1995 
music: John L. Bell, 1995 
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COMMUNITY PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN – Wherever You May Go (MV 216) 

KNOX CHOIR BENEDICTION 

     God Be in My Head 
words from Sarum Primer, 1558, Music by Benjamin Harlan 

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 
God be in my eyes, and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 
God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 
God be at mine end, at my departing. 
God be in my life. 

 

ST. THOMAS WESLEY SUNG 

BENEDICTION   

      964 – Go Now In Peace (sing 2X) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, 

may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

words & music: Natalie Sleeth, 1976  

POSTLUDE 
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Gospel Luke 9:57-62 

   It is hard to follow Jesus 

As they were going along the road, someone said 
to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ And Jesus 
said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
his head.’ To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he 
said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ But 
Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own 
dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.’ Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let 
me first say farewell to those at my home.’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the plough 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’  

KNOX CHOIR MINISTRY OF MUSIC 

Thy Will Be Done 

Solo – Gary Gullickson 
Joyce Elaine Eilers (ASCAP) 

Sometimes the load is heavy, 
 and sometimes the road is long. 
And sometimes, Lord, this heart of mine 
 is not so very strong. 
But thy will be done, Lord, thy will be done. 
Father I do not ask you 
 to take this cup from me. 
I only ask your guidance o’er plans I cannot see. 
And thy will be done, lord, thy will be done. 
Our father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
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This is the Day (MV 122) 

 
This is the day that God has made; 
 we will rejoice and be glad. 
This is the day that God has made; 
 we will rejoice and be glad. 
Singing hallelu, singing hallelu, singing hallelu 
 we will rejoice and be glad. 
Singing hallelu, singing hallelu, singing hallelu 
 we will rejoice and be glad. 

Word and music: Bruce Harding 2003, after Psalm 118:24 

CALL TO WORSHIP & GATHERING PRAYER 

CANDLE LIGHTING  

HYMN – O Master Let Me Walk With Thee (VU 

560) 

GREETING GOD’S FAMILY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HOLY CONVERSATION  
We receive God’s gift of grace that brings us holy 

love every moment, whatever else may be happening 
in our lives.   

Yet we easily withhold our own gift of grace-filled 
love to others, leaving hurts untended, and new 
wounds inflicted on each other and on creation.  The  

 



   

 

3 
human possibility for peace and justice is not fulfilled. 

Our hands hang empty of service and care.  Our 
heads sag in despair and pain.  Our voices are silent and 
the words of today’s prophets fall on unhearing ears. 

May our ways be opened to Jesus’ model of loving 
and caring for all.  May our minds be opened to new 
possibilities for faithfulness.  May our eyes be opened 
to the Christ in those we meet.  May our ears be 
opened to hear the cries of a hurting world.  May our 
lives be opened to the wind of the Spirit, lifting us and 
all people to new realms of fullness and wholeness.  
Amen. 

HYMN – Will You Come and Follow Me (VU 567) 

WORDS FROM OUR SCRIPTURES 

 Hebrew Scriptures  2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

    Elijah passes his role to Elisha 

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to 

heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 

way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for 

the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, 

‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 

leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel.  

Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has 

sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As the Lord  
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lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So 

the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of 

prophets also went, and stood at some distance from 

them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then 

Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the 

water; the water was parted to the one side and to the 

other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.  

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me 

what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.’ 

Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your 

spirit.’ He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, 

if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be 

granted you; if not, it will not.’ As they continued 

walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire 

separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 

whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying 

out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 

horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see him, he 

grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen 

from him, and went back and stood on the bank of the 

Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen 

from him, and struck the water, saying, ‘Where is the 

Lord, the God of Elijah?’ When he had struck the water, 

the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 

and Elisha went over.  


